FLORIDA
COMMISSION ON ETHICS

RESPONDENT’S STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE INVESTIGATION REPORT JUN 10 2622
RECEIVED

A. INFLUENCE JUDICIAL PROCEEDING

Items 4 — 9. If I had wanted to purchase the property on Arretta Street, | had access to the public
records for Holmes County. | am very familiar with these web sites. From the complainant’s statements
it would appear she influenced Mr. Williams’ responses. As | said in my response to the original
complaint, the property is in worse shape now than when the notices were issued.

ltem 11. Mr. Coffey’s statement “the respondent made multiple inquiries about the status of the Evans
Avenue property” is untrue. | only had two conversations with Mr. Coffey about this property and he
explained the reasons for the violation. After leaving his office the second time, | considered the case
closed. Mr. Coffey could have used a process service to deliver the citation to the property owner on
Evans Avenue.

Item 14. Mr. Coffey stated “no other City Councilman has requested that he take a particular action
regarding code enforcement matters”. Councilman Robert Urquhart and Councilman Ricky Callahan
questioned code enforcement action in council meetings. With respect to Mr. Callahan, he discussed,
with Mr. Coffey, actions on Maria Gomez downtown property prior to the citations being issued. Mr.
Coffey is very unprofessional in performing his job.

The council was told that the Code Enforcement Office would report to the council at least once per
month. This only happened when there was a complaint filed. | can only remember 3 other times when
the council was updated on code enforcement activities since January, 2020.

ftems 21 — 30. All of the information submitted by the Investigator clearly shows | was not involved in
the legal actions of this case. Assistant States’ Attorney Brandon Young closed this case on July 14,
2020.

B.PERSONAL FAVORS

Item 31. The Complainant’s accusations of “buying votes” is unfounded and incorrect. Even worse are
the admission of not having specific details of when this happened, where did this happen, for whom



was it done for, what equipment was used in the process and the employees that participated in
providing these services. My relationship with Mr. Marell was professional. If | was contacted by a
citizen about a problem within the city throughout my years as a councilman, | would share this with Mr.
Marell. The decision to respond to these problems was his to make. In my responses to the initial
complaint | suggested the Investigator talk with Ms. Marell’s wife. Might | also recommend Eric Marell,
Jack Marell’s son, concerning the false accusations made in this complaint. His phone is (850) 547-9310.

ltem 32. Mr. Barbee’s statements were influenced by the Complainant. He has been in his job for 6
months and he knows that | refer any concerns or complaints to him. This is what | am elected to do.

Item 33. Could Mr. Barbee be asked to define “personal favors”? His statement of no other councilman
or Mayor asking to respond to complaints is not true and his statement would give the impression he
was “coached” in his response.

C. CLEAN UP PRIVATE PROPERTY

item 37. On the date that | was alleged to have this conversation with Mr. Cook, | never stated | was
there as a councilman or a Kiwanis member. It was as a friend. His response was unprovoked and
threatening and he let me know | should leave. He then block my trip to my vehicle so he could
continue his profanity . He let me know he was tired of people criticizing his property. As a side note, if
a poll was taken by the citizens of this town, the large majority would agree Mr. Cook needs to clean up
his property.

D. CELL PHONE

ltem 39. The Complainant states that | was the only councilman with a city phone. This was not true.
The Mayor had a city phone until mid ’20’s. | am sure city records will confirm this.

[tem 42. | contacted Verizon Corporate Office to inquire about the 126 pictures or video messages for
the month in question. The person | talked with said these numbers are from unsolicited messages or
pictures and I had no control over these. She said someone at city hall should have questioned these
numbers. | could not contact the authorizing agent at the City of Bonifay due to confidential status of
this investigation.



ltem 44. Of my 43 years serving as a city councilman, 23 of these years | was the Postmaster in Bonifay,
Florida. Citizens of the community knew where | worked and did not hesitate calling me there. | tried to
discourage this practice and my supervisor(s) knew of the overlap in my duties. A lot of my phone time
was through the post office phone.

E.FENCE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

Item 45. It is apparent the complainant had a change from her original complaint to the one
investigated. The fence was paid for by the Cemetery Committee and constructed by the city
employees. This was my initial response and | agree with Mr. Roberts’ assessment of this fence.

Item 49. Mr. Barbee’s response is false. His remarks that “my property is the only property adjacent to
the cemetery that is fenced” is incorrect and probably influenced. Mr. Pippin’s property and a small part
of the Fielding property was also fenced by the Cemetery Committee. These are neighbors south of my
property.

E. PERSONAL CHORES

Item 52. The reason | asked Mr. Barbee to stop by my house was to discuss city business. The call was
not urgent and | noticed he was in my neighborhood.

Item 56. Again, could Mr. Barbee be asked to provide specifics about his responses. Removing furniture
should be specific as to when, what household items and what employees. These are “coached”
accusations and need to be clarified. | have no knowledge that any of this ever happened.

Item 57. | talked with the Pastor at First Baptist Church. He said when the lease was completed he
called Mr. Marell as well as other councilmen to help with the clean-up process. He named several
church members that volunteered and helped prepare the field for the baseball season. This field is
used by teams for practice sessions.



[tem 62. Mr. Brunk’s statement is absolutely true. | do not drink. This is another indication of Mr.
Barbee being influenced by the Complainant.

F. KIWANIS CLUB PROPERTY

[tem 63 thru 70. Ms. Hudson'’s assessment of the attempt to facilitate expenditures is accurate and
precise. She asked me to commit city funds for the improvements to the parking area at Holmes County
Recreation Center. | told her the city council would have to agree to this expense. | took the invoice to
the bookkeeper. She placed it on the agenda. The attorney said this was not legal. No action was
taken.

G. HELP WITH RE-ELECTION

Item 71 thru 75. The Complainant is again using Mr. Marell to discredit me. Mr. Barbee is also using the
same tactic. Why would 1 ask Mr. Barbee to vote for me? He and | both know he is not eligible to vote in
the city. There are few of the city employees that live in the city and are eligible to vote (I would
estimate 4).

As a comment, | am being accused of being a good councilman. A lot of the responses are hearsay. They
are abusive to the character of Mr. Marell, a good man. | have always considered it my job to respond to
citizen’s complaints or problem. | have the opinion that if a citizen has a problem they report to me,
then | have a problem. 1 used this same approach in my service to postal customers. For 5 years after
my retirement, patrons would call me at home to assist them with complaints.

After the complainant’s resignation in April the council filled her position. The new clerk found many
items that were unfinished. These included unpaid invoices and delinquent bills. It would seem the
complainant spent a lot of her time targeting me.



