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October 11, 2022

VIA EMAIL (fulford.millie@]leg.state.fl.us)
AND UNITED STATES MAIL

Ms. Millie Fulford
Complaint Coordinator
Commission on Ethics
P.O. Drawer 15709
Tallahassee, Florida 32317

Re:  Complaint No. 21-236, In re Richard Nelson;
Joint Stipulation and Recommended Order — Commission October 21, 2022 Hearing

Dear Ms. Fulford:

We are in receipt of your October 10, 2022 email, advising the Commission will be meeting
on October 21, 2022, to review the Joint Stipulation and Recommended Order in this case, that
Melody A. Hadley, Esq., Senior Assistant Attorney General drafted for our review and approval.

Mr. Nelson has very limited means, and cannot afford to hire me to have me attend this
hearing.

However, it is my understanding [ am permitted to provide you with this letter, which will
provide a brief summary of why the Commission should deem it appropriate to approve this Joint
Stipulation and Recommended Order, and you will share this letter with the Commission.

Here are the key reasons in support of our respectful request that the Commission approve
the Joint Stipulation and Recommended Order:
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1. Attorney General Approval

First, of course, a very experienced Senior Assistant Attorney General, who is now very
familiar with this case, has crafted this Joint Stipulation and Recommended Order, which means it
has been carefully vetted by the Office of the Attorney General. I trust the Commission places a
great deal of confidence in the professional opinion of Ms. Hadley —especially given her role as their
advocate.

2. No Moré Public Position

Mr. Nelson is no longer in a position of employment with any public governmental entity,
and has no intention of returning to public employment.

3. County Received a Benefit

Clearly, the most significant factor is that recited in 11 of the Joint Stipulation and
Recommended Order, that is:

... the County received high quality equipment at a cost savings to the
County.

Truly, with his years of dedicated service to our country, in the Navy, Mr. Nelson absolutely
believed he was being loyal to the County, by securing for them “high quality equipment at a cost
savings to the County.”

I trust this key factor separates Mr. Nelson’s case from most any cases that come before the
Commission (and may be unique), and thus all the more demonstrates that approving the Joint

Stipulation and Recommended Order is very appropriate.

Thank you for sharing this information with the Commission.

Sir},gerely,

CSF/hdp

ce: Mr. Richard Nelson
Melody A. Hadley, Esq., Senior Assistant Attorney General
(melody. hadley@myfloridalegal.con) 127939



