FLORIDA

COMMISSION ONETHICS
MAY 0 8 2823
RECEIVED
RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 (Consolidated)
(2) I was invited by Ms. Nicole Balon, a teacher at Eastside Elementary School, and Ms. Amy

Palladino, a teacher at Clewiston Christian School to be a guest instructor for third grade students in their
respective classes and lead a civics lesson on elections and voting based on my personal experience and
knowledge of the subject matter. This coincided during an election cycle in which | was running for re-
election to the Hendry County School Board.

Exhibit A: Text message from Ms. Nicole Balon to Stephanie Busin extending invitation. Follow up
email from Ms. Nicole Balon

Exhibit B: Text message from Ms. Amy Palladino to Stephanie Busin extending invitation.



RESPONSE TO REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
EXHIBIT A



Micole Balon

Hi Stephanie!

Some of our 3rd grade
small groups instruction
is focusing on the
importance of voting
and how people
participate in
government. There’s a
day

groups and | thought it
would be cool if you
could come talk to our
groups about the voting
process and how
important it is for people
to vote within their
community! | can send
you screenshots of the
contentwe | covering
following up w when

T
i

Nicole Balon

content we are covering
following up to when
we'd see if you were
available to come! It
would be Thursday,
October 13th
9:15-10:00. Let me
know if you're interested
and available. The group
of kids you'd be talking
to is about 38 students.




Eastside 3rd grade presentation

From: NICOLE BALON (balonn@hendry-schools.net)
To.  stephaniebusin@yahoo.com

Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 at 08:57 AM EDT

Good Morning,

I'm attaching the ELA protocol breakdown of what we are teaching the week of October 10-14. You'll be speaking to about 36-38
students that day in my classroom. I'm also emailing screenshots from our benchmark cumculum magazme ‘that we wm be
di cussmg Ieadmg up to your presentatnon that Thursday, October 13th o

: ¥ aflide: hear from you and your experiences in ot

Feel free to email me the presentation beforehand so | can have it ready to present for you that morning :)

0/10-10/14 Balon Planning Guide FLA

Nicole Balon

3rd grade teacher

Eastside Elementary School
863-983-1560

Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public
records.

If you do not want your e-mail address released in
response {0 a public records request, do not send
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this
office by phone or in writing.



ELA Standards-Based Planningpmtocoﬂ

WEEK OF: October 10-14

OVERARCHING QUESTION: Why do people participate in government?

What is the standard for this week?

ELA.3.R.2.1 Explain how text features contribute to the meaning
and identify the text structures of chronology, comparison, and

cause/effect in texts.

How does the Focus of this week
support or teach the overarching
question?

Using text features helps us to understand the world around us

and find information.

CONTENT/SUBJECT AREAS:

ELA Benchmark/Chapter Book

Daily Learning Target:

Strategy being used:

MONDAY:

1 can explain how text features
contribute to the meaning and
identify text structures.

Benchmark:
Identify /Label text features

Benchmark:
Annotation of text

Chapter Book:

Ch. 6 Turn & Talk with partners
for comprehension question
completion

Chapter Book:
Cite text evidence

TUESDAY:
I can explain how text features
contribute to the meaning and

Benchmark:
“Fighting to Vote” flow chart

Benchmark:
Cite text evidence

identify text structures. Chapter Book: Chapter Book:
Ch. 7 Discussion & Written Inference using prior
response knowledge
WEDNESDAY: Benchmark: Benchmark:

I can explain how text features
contribute to the meaning and
identify text structures.

Vocabulary graphic organizer

Context Clues

Chapter Book:
Ch. 8 Graphic organizer

Chapter Book:
Cite text evidence for
cause/effect

THURSDAY:

I can explain how text features
contribute to the meaning and
identify text structures.

Benchmark:

Guest Speaker on “Importance of Voting”

FRIDAY:

Early Release - No groups
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by Sarah G

in carly spring 2013, the National Weather
Service predicted a bad flood would hit Fargo,
North Dakota. The city needed to protect its
115,000 residents. So clected officials from federal,
state, and city governments met. Working as a
teamn. they prepared for the flonding. They wanted
to keep water out of homes and businesses and Fargo citizens, including students, spent
off ofstreets. So they decided 10 fill one million : atmost 44,000 hours filling sandbags.
sandbags. They: planned to use the sandbags to ; it was hard worl, but fur.
build-walls to keep- the: foodwater out. o 4

More than 8,000 volunteers worked for sixteen
days. They filled almost two million sandbags.
Jack Burns worked several days. “As a student
in this city, T feel 4 responsibility to help,“ Buins
said. Citizens have rcsponsxbihues. The volumeers
were being good uhzens

The National Weather. Se‘
April, the Red Rtvei- s
in the area. around <Fargo

> puirple section an this map shows where the
worst flonding was expected. The ity of Fargo Is
wllhln the purple se:xion. :
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by Nell Wilson

The first Tuesday following the first Monday
i November is Election Day. U.S. citizens
aged eighteen and older can vote. They get to
pick their leaders, They vote for candidates—
the people running for office. The office might
be president of the country, It might be the
governor of & ‘state “or wiayor of a city,

74

ople vote in special
A -gchool or community
sed-as a polling place. At the

W lalewait oy, @

:

Clovernmrent for the People DMb P - @‘%

Women were not allowed 10 vole at first,
Then, in the micl-1800s, they started to fight
for this right, They gave speeches and marched i
in parades, They finally gained the right to vore ;
in 1920,

Young adults aged eighteen o twenty did noy
get the right o vote until 1971 At dhat time,
many young Americans were fghting in 4 war,
They said, “If we are old enough 10 fight—and
die—Tfor this country, then we showld have
4 say in how it is run” They,
too, worked hawl to get the right
o vote,

Bemember to Vote

Voting s every citizgns
vight It ghves people o chance 1o
be part of their government. Voting is also
@ vesponstbility It is 2 way to expres

S your
opinfor. $6 even if you arent okl enough to
vole now, you can sl reming others

@&

Informationat Social Studies

Fighting (o Voie

Voting is a right that people have had to figh
for in U.S. history. Only men aged twenty-one
or older who owned land: could vote in the firsy
presidemiz\l clection (1788). In most states, only
white citizens could vote.
Civil War, all. African Americans were

Adter the
| were not allowed to vote.

frec. Bul most stil
Lawmakers worked to make sure they got that
vight. In 1870, the Fifteenth Amendment to the
Constitution was passed. ‘

Yol some states passed: other lavws to keep?
Alrican Americans from voting. people fought
these laws. In 1944, Thurgood: Marshall’won\a;
case in the Supreme Court. African Atnericans.
could now vote in some elections in plages that
had stopped them. This victory led .t'o theasures.
that helped protect people’s voting rights.

Marshall became
& Afdcan American
Cuirt Justice.

A5



RESPONSE TO REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
EXHIBIT B



Amy

Hello! It's Amy Palladino.
Next week in reading, our
story is called “Vote!" and
it talks about voting, the
process and why it's im-

one
3t | would greatly

éppyeiate it.

| am shooting for Wednes-
day or Thursday around
9:30, if either would work
for you?



RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 (Consolidated)

(4) | was invited by Ms. Nicole Balon, a teacher at Fastside Elementary School, and Ms. Amy
Palladino, a teacher at Clewiston Christian School to be a guest instructor for third grade students in their
respective classes and lead a civics lesson on elections and voting based on my personal experience and
knowledge of the subject matter. This coincided during an election cycle in which | was running for re-
election to the Hendry County School Board.

Admittedly, pictures of the visits were taken and | did post them to my Facebook page. The Report of
Investigation’s Exhibit A is a photo taken at Eastside Elementary School but was altered to obscure the
faces of students, as well as the faces of Ms. Nicole Balon, and another Eastside Elementary staff
member who were also in the picture. The Report of Investigation also failed to disclose that the
photograph taken at Eastside Elementary School was taken by an Eastside Elementary School staff
member. As such, | am submitting Exhibit Cin response.

The Report of Investigation’s Exhibit A failed to disclose that Ms. Amy Palladino took the picture of her
students with me at Clewiston Christian School. The photos included in the Report of Investigation’s
Exhibit A were altered and, as such, | am submitting Exhibit D in response.

| provided supplemental instructional materials and visual instructional aids that included a campaign
sign and campaign brochure for the purpose of supporting a relevant and age-appropriate civics lesson
to third grade students who cannot vote outside of school or club elections. People of all ages had been
exposed to electioneering materials from many sources for several months prior in both public and
private spaces such as stores and restaurants, via publicly viewable signage, via digital media, and via
direct mail to the personal homes of registered voters.

| began my presentation by showing students my sign and asking them if they had ever seen that sign or
other signs with people’s names on them in their community before. These types of signs were
something the third-grade students were able to recognize and relate to during that time in particular. |
told the students that the type of signs with people’s names on them were a way for third-grade
students to identify that an election is going to happen in their schools, communities, state, and/or
nation. It seemed particularly relevant because of my knowledge that the students would be making
“voting posters” in the future as indicated by Ms. Nicole Balon in Exhibit A of this response.

| discussed relevant vocabulary (i.e., ballots, polling precincts, local, state, federal, candidates, primary
elections, general elections, early voting, absentee voting, etc.) | also referenced a bulletin board in the

main hallway of Eastside Elementary that displayed the flag of the State of Florida, Governor Ron

(Continued on next page)



DeSantis’ picture, and information about Gov. DeSantis as an example of a state-level candidate who
would be on every ballot in Florida in the upcoming election.

| discussed the importance of civic participation in student council elections at school, as well as in local,
state, and/or federal elections when they can participate at 18 years of age. | discussed each person’s
civic responsibility to know when elections occur and to learn about all candidates and referendums ona
ballot. | told students that people can find information from the local Supervisor of Elections, various
media outlets such as news and radio, as well as other sources that include information published by
candidates. | used my campaign brochure as an example because the students could not participate in
the election, and | thought they could appreciate the relevance of seeing an example of what their guest
instructor does as part of my own civic participation. | also used the opportunity to show them how the
skills they are developing in schools such as reading, writing, critical thinking, technology, public
speaking, etc. would help them in their future as informed voters and potential candidate for office.

Exhibit C: Photo taken by Eastside Elementary School staff member

Exhibit D: Photo taken by Ms. Amy Palladino



RESPONSE TO REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
EXHIBIT C
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RESPONSE TO REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
EXHIBIT D



Stephanie
Schneider!

§'~ "
SCHOOL
BOARD

Pisiriee 4




RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 {Consolidated)

(5) I was invited by Ms. Amy Palladino, a teacher at Clewiston Christian School, a private school not
affiliated with the Hendry County School District, to be a guest instructor for third grade students in her
class and lead a civics tesson on elections and voting based on my personal experience and knowledge of
the subject matter. This coincided during an election cycle in which | was running for re-election to the
Hendry County School Board.

Admittedly, a picture of the visit was taken by Ms. Amy Palladino, and | posted it to my Facebook page.
The Report of Investigation failed to disclose that Ms. Amy Palladino took the picture of her students
with me at Clewiston Christian School.

| provided suppiemental instructional materials and visual aids that included a campaign sign and
campaign brochure for the purpose of supporting a relevant and age-appropriate civics lesson to third
grade students who cannot vote outside of school or club elections. People of all ages had been exposed
to electioneering materials from many sources for several months prior in both public and private spaces
such as stores and restaurants, via publicly viewable signage, via digital media, and via direct mail to the
personal homes of registered voters.

| began my presentation by showing students my sign and asking them if they had ever seen that sign or
other signs with people’s names on them in their community before. These types of signs were
something the third-grade students were able to recognize and relate to during that time. | told the
students that the type of signs with people’s names on them were a way for third-grade students to
identify that election is going to happen in their schools, communities, state, and/or nation. It seemed
particularly relevant because of Ms. Amy Palladino’s expressed desire for her students to hear from
someone who was currently involved in the election process as indicated in Exhibit B of this response.

| discussed relevant vocabulary (i.e., ballots, polling precincts, local, state, federal, candidates, primary
elections, general elections, early voting, absentee vating, etc.} | also discussed the importance of civic
participation in student council elections at school, as well as in local, state, and/or federal elections
when they can participate at 18 years of age. | discussed each person’s civic responsibility to know when
elections occur and to learn about all candidates and referendums on a ballot. | told students that
people can find that information from the local Supervisor of Elections, various media outlets such as
news and radio, as well as other sources that include information published by candidates. | used my
campaign brochure as an example because the students could not participate in the election, and |
thought they could appreciate the relevance of seeing an example of what their guest instructor does as

(Continued on next page)



part of my own civic participation. | also used the opportunity to demonstrate that the skills I'm using in
my own civic engagement such as writing, critical thinking, technology, public speaking, etc. are the
same ones they are developing in school so that they will be informed voters and possible candidates in

an election in the future.
Admittedly, | brought a clear, translucent box that included the above-mentioned materials that 1 used in

the presentation. This box also contained t-shirts and other miscellaneous items such as dog treats,
stickers, candy, etc. | also admittedly permitted the children to take items from the box at the conclusion

of my presentation.



RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 {Consolidated)

(6 &7) | was invited by Ms. Amy Palladino, a teacher at Clewiston Christian School, a private
school not affiliated with the Hendry County School District, to be a guest instructor for third grade
students in her class and lead a civics lesson on elections and voting based on my personal experience
and knowledge of the subject matter. This coincided during an election cycle in which [ was running for

re-election to the Hendry County School Board.

I provided supplemental instructional materials and visual instructional aids that included a campaign
sign and campaign brochure for the purpose of supporting a relevant and age-appropriate civics lesson
to third grade students who cannot vote outside of school or club elections. People of all ages had been
exposed to electioneering materials from many sources for several months prior in both public and
private spaces such as stores and restaurants, via publicly viewable signage, via digital media, and via
direct mail to the personal homes of registered voters.

| began my presentation by showing students my sign and asking them if they had ever seen signs with
people’s names on them in their community before. These types of signs were something the third-
grade students were able to recognize and relate to because during that time in particular. | told the
students that the type of signs with people’s names on them were a way for then, third-grade students,
to identify that an election is going to happen in their schools, communities, state, and/or nation.

{ discussed relevant vacabulary (i.e., ballots, poliling precincts, local, state, federal, candidates, primary
elections, general elections, early voting, absentee voting, etc.} | also discussed the importance of civic
participation in student council elections at school, as well as in local, state, and/or federal elections
when they can participate at 18 years of age. | discussed each person’s civic responsibility to know when
elections occur and to learn about all candidates and referendums on a ballot. | told students that
people can find that information from the local Supervisor of Elections, various media outlets such as
news and radio, as well as other sources that include information published by candidates. | used my
campaign brochure as an example because the students could not participate in the election, and |
thought they could appreciate the relevance of seeing an example of what their guest instructor does as
part of my own civic participation. | also used the opportunity to demonstrate how the skills I'm using in
my own civic engagement such as writing, critical thinking, technology, public speaking, etc. are the
same ones students are developing in schoal so that they will be informed voters and possible

candidates in an election in the future,
Admittedly, | brought a clear, see through box that included the above-mentioned materials that | used
in the presentation. This box also contained t-shirts and other miscellaneous items such as dog treats,

stickers, candy, etc. | also admittedly permitted the children to take items from the box at the conclusion
of my presentation and | did appear in a photo with students in campaign t-shirts. What the Report of

{Continued on next page)



Investigation failed to disclose is Ms. Amy Palladino took the picture of me with the students at
Clewiston Christian School. The level of participation in the production of picture of me and third grade
students at Clewiston Christian School in Exhibit B of this response strongly indicate that Ms, Amy
Palladino did not view the situation as problematic during or directly after the presentations occurred.



RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 {Consolidated)

{8 & 9) 1 was invited by Ms. Nicole Balon, a teacher at Eastside Elementary School, to be a guest
instructor for third grade students in her class and lead a civics lesson on elections and voting based on
my personal experience and knowledge of the subject matter. This coincided during an election cycle in
which | was running for re-election to the Hendry County School Board.

Ms. Nicole Balon and | corresponded prior to my visit to her classroom and she shared standards and
learning objectives for the lessons. (Exhibit A).

| provided supplemental instructional materials and visual instructional aids that included a campaign
sign and campaign brochure for the purpose of supporting a relevant and age-appropriate civics lesson
to third grade students who cannot vote outside of school or club elections. People of ali ages had been
exposed to electioneering materials from many sources for several months prior in both public and
private spaces such as stores and restaurants, via publicly viewable signage, via digital media, and via
direct mail to the personal homes of registered voters.

I began my presentation by showing students my sign and asking them if they had ever seen signs with
people’s names on them in their community before. These types of signs were something the third-
grade students were able to recognize and relate to because during that time in particular. | told the
students that the type of signs with people’s names on them were a way for third-grade students to
identify that an election is going to happen in their schools, communities, state, and/or nation. It seemed
particularly relevant because of my knowledge that the students would be making “voting posters” in
the future as indicated by Ms. Nicole Balon’ communication in Exhibit A of this reponse.

I discussed relevant vocabulary (i.e., ballots, polling precincts, local, state, federal, candidates, primary
elections, general elections, early voting, absentee voting, etc.) | also discussed the importance of civic
participation in student council elections at school, as well as in local, state, and/or federal elections
when they can participate at 18 years of age. | discussed each person’s civic responsibility to know when
elections occur and to learn about all candidates and referendums on a ballot. | toid students that
people can find that information from the local Supervisor of Elections, various media outlets such as
news and radio, as well as other sources that include information published by candidates.

fused my campaign brochure as an example because the students could not participate in the election,
and | thought they could appreciate the relevance of seeing an example of what their guest instructor

does as part of my own civic participation. | also used the opportunity to demonstrate how the skills I'm
using in my own civic engagement such as writing, ctitical thinking, technology, public speaking, etc. are
the same ones they are developing in school so that they will be informed voters and possible
candidates in an election in the future.

{Continued on next page)



Admittedly, | brought a clear, see through box that inciuded the above-mentioned materials | used in the
presentation. This box also contained t-shirts and other miscellaneous items such as dog treats, stickers,
candy, etc. | also admittedly permitted the children to take items from the box at the conclusion of my
presentation.

The Report of Investigation’s Exhibit A doesn’t reflect that the photograph taken at Eastside Elementary
School was taken by an Eastside Elementary School staff member. It also doesn’t reflect that it was
altered to obscure Ms. Nicole Balon and another Eastside Elementary School staff member who were
pictured among the third-grade students. (Exhibit C)

Exhibit C contradicts Ms. Nicole Balon’s statement that she and Principal Denise Gibson coliected and
removed the materials after learning they had been distributed to the students. Ms. Nicole Balon was
physically in the room throughout the entire visit. Furthermore, she was directly engaged in the
presentation and helped students locate examples within in the supplemental instructional materials |
provided of examples of the lesson’s vocabulary words discussed during the lesson. Ms. Nicole Balon, as
well as the other Eastside Elementary School staff members’ participation in the production of the
photograph identified in Exhibit C of this response, strongly indicates that the classroom teacher nor
staff members who were present viewed the situation as problematic during or directly after the
presentations occurred.

I submit Exhibit E in response to the Report of Investigation’s Exhibit C-4, C-5, & C-6 illustrating a policy in
which the following text passages were omitted from being highlighted despite being integral parts of
Policy 9700:

1) “All materials or activities proposed by outside political sources for student of staff use or participation
shall be reviewed by the principal on the basis of their educational contribution to part or all of the
school program, benefit to students, and no such approval shall have the primary purpose of advancing
the special interest of the proposing group.”

2) “Instructional staff may, however, utilize political materials or those provided by special interest
groups in adopted courses of study with the approval of the principal.”

3) “Outside speakers representing commercial organizations will be welcome only when the commercial
aspect is limited to naming the organization represented and the subject matter advances the

educational aims of the District.”

Principal Denise Gibson was also in the room as the classroom visit was wrapping up, and walked with
me as | exited campus, stated she knew the students had fun, and thanked me for visiting the class.
These facts contradict Ms. Nicole Balon’s claim that she and Principal Denise Gibson were unaware of
what occurred until after the fact, or that thought the presentation and/or materials were inappropriate
in the moment. At no point during my visit was there any indication of concern nor any attempt to
redirect or intervene.

Exhibit G: Policy 9700



RESPONSE TO REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
EXHIBITE



Boolk Policy Manual

Section 2000 Community Relations

Title RELATIONS WITH SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
Code pa9700

Status Active

Adopted July 12, 2016

9700 - RELATIONS WITH SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Any request from civic institutions, charitable organizations, or special interest groups which involve such activities as patriotic
functions, contests, exhibits, sales of products to and by students, sending promotional materials home with students, graduation
prizes, fund raising, and free teaching materials must be carefully reviewed to ensure that such activities promote student interests.

It is the policy of the School Board that students, staff members, and District facilities not be used for promoting the interests of any
nonschool agency or organization, public or private, without the approval of the Superintenident or its designee; and any such
approval, granted for whatever cause ar group, shall not be construed as an endorsement of sald cause or group by this Board.

Pursuant to State law, a person or group may not accept a donation of public funds from the District, or any person acting on behalf
of the District, for a political advertisement or electioneering communication concerning an issue, referandum, or amendment,
including any State question, that Is subject 1o a voie of the elactors.

A, Political Interests

- advancing the special interest of the pmpasmg group.

The Board shall not persmit the use of any type of educational material, program, or equipment in its curricular, co-curricular,
ar extra-curricuar activities or at any t!me éurmg the school day if such mater!als, programs, or equipment contaln partisan
political or commercial messages ical.materials or those provided by special

interesi«gmups in adopted courses

School facilities or equipment may not be used as a means of producing or disseminating to the community any materials
that advertises or promotes a political party, a political cause, or the candidacy of an individual for public office. Students and
employees of the Board shall not be ysed to distribute campaign literature within the schools or on school grounds.

ducationél aims of the bi

B. Contests/Exhibits

The Board recognizes that contests, exhibits, and the like may benefit individual students or the District as a whole, but
participation in such special activities may not:

1. have the primary effect of advancing a special product, group, or company;

2. make unreasonable demands upon the time and energies of staff or students or upon the resources of the District;

3. invalve any direct cost to the District;



4., interrupt the regular school pragram;
5. cause the participants to leave the Schaool District, unless:

a. the Board's Policy 2340 - Field and Other District- Sponsored Trips - has heen complied with in all aspects;
b. the Board has granted special permission;
C. the parents of a minor student have granted their permission.
C. Distribution/Pasting of Literature
No outside organization or staff member or student representing an outside organization may distribute or post literature on
;gztp?;'ggg;ation's behalf on District property either during or after school hours without the permission and prior review of

The Superintendent shafl develop administrative procedures that:

1. establish criteria to be used to make a declslon whether or not to permit the distribution or posting of material by
students;

2. address the distribution or posting of materials that employees wish to distribute or post on behalf of an employee
organization In compllance with the terms of negotiated collective bargaining agreements;

3. prohibit the use of the District or the school mail system by the community, students, or staff for distribution of
nonschool-related materials unless authorized by the Superintendent;

4. prohibit the distribution of materials from any profit-making organization to students to take home to their parents
unless authorized by the Superintendent;

5. permit flyers and notices from outside nan-profit organizations ta be made available for students to pick-up at the
literature distribution rack/table by the school bullding's office, under the fallowing circumstances:

a. the flyer/notice publicizes a specific community activity or event that is age-appropriate for the students that
attend the school;

b. the organization submits the number of copies of the flyer that it wants placed in the literature distribution
rack/table.

No student shall be required to take any of the flyers/notices placed in the literature/distribution rack/table,
and the rack/table shall contain a clear notice that the Board does not support or endorse any of the
organizations and/or activities/events identified in the flyers/notices.

6. establish and clearly communicate the time, place, and manner restrictions concerning the distribution of all
nonschool-related materials.

3. Soficitation of Funds

Any outside organization or staff member representing an outside organization desiring to solicit funds on school property
must receive permission to do so from the Superintendent.

Permission to solicit funds will be granted only to those organizations or individuals who meet the permission criteria
established in the District's administrative procedures. Solicitation must take place at such times and ptaces and in such a

manner as specified in the administrative procedures. In accordance with Board Policy 5830, no District student may
participate in the solicitation without the Superintendent's approval,

1. The Board disclaims all responsibility for the protection of, or accounting for, such funds.
2. Solicited funds are not to be deposited in any regular or special accounts of the District.

3. This policy does not apply to the raising of Funds for District- sponsored or school-sponsored activities.

E, prizes/Scholarship



The Board is appreciative of the generosity of organizations which offer scholarships or prizes to deserving students in this
District. But, In accepting the offer of such scholarships or prizes, the Board divects that these proceduras be observed:

i. No infarmation either academic or personal shall be relegsed from the student's record for the purpose of selecting a
scholarship or prize winner withaut the permission of the student who Is eighteen (18), or the parents of a student

wha is younger in accordance with the Board's policy on student records.

2. The type of scholarship or prize, the criteria for selection of the winner, and any restrictions upon It shall be approvad
by the principal.

F. Surveys and Questionnairas
Neither District-related nor nondistrict-related organizations shall be allowed to administer a survey or questionnaire to

students or staff unless the instrument and the proposed plan is submitted, in advance, to the Superintendent. If approved, a
copy of the rasults and the proposed manner of their communication are to be provided to him/her for review and approval

befare they are released.

Students shall not be required to complete surveys to provide marketing information to vandors, or distribute to vendors any
personal information of students, including but not limited to names, addresses, and teiephone numbers, except as may be
required by law. In addition, the District shall not enter into any contract for products or services, including electronic media
services, where personal information will be collected from students by the providers of the services.

See also Policy 2416 and AP 2416,

© Neola 20L3

" Legal F.S. 1013.10



RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 (Consolidated)

(10}  Superintendent Michael Swindle’s assertion that | “went into campaign mode” should not be
accepted as anything more than hearsay because he was not present for any part of the presentation at
Eastside Elementary School. Furthermore, Superintendent Swindle’s credibility in this matter has been
severely damaged by his public endorsement {Exhibit F) and financial support (Exhibit G} of the opposing
candidate. Superintendent Swindle is also actively engaged in defending my general election opponent’s
daughter’s policy violations of paddling a six-year-old student against Hendry County School Board Policy
in a lawsuit against the Hendry County School. Superintendent Swindle also afforded special privileges to
my general election opponent that included access to a districtwide staff-only event on August 3, 2022
that was not extended to all candidates participating in school board elections (Exhibit H) and took no
action against schootls and school sponsored clubs using their social media cutlets to support my general
election opponent and other employees of the superintendent who were candidates in local elections.

(Exhibit 1).

Exhibit F: Superintendent Michael Swindle’s public endorsements of the opposing candidate.

Exhibit G: Documentation of Superintendent Swindle’s financial support for the opposing
candidate.

Exhibit H: Documentation of opposing candidate at districtwide staff-only event.

Exhibit I: Documentation of school and school related clubs permiited to politically support my
opposing candidate, and candidates who were employees of Superintendent Michael Swindle.
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The opposing candidate in my election was the only person who wasn’t a Hendry
County School District board member or staff member in attendance, aside from
the guest speaker. No other candidates were invited to attend.
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RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 (Consolidated)

(11)  The Report of Investigation does not provide critical context to what occurred prior to the
snippet of dialogue noted in paragraph 11 in relation to the October 18, 2022, Hendry County School
Board Meeting. What | admittedly failed to do during that dialogue was to explain the thinking processes
as thoroughly as possible because | was reeling from hostile situations that occurred the morning of the
meeting and again just minutes prior to the dialogue between Superintendent Swindle and myself.

The morning of October 18, 2022, | was verbally accosted by Complainant Green at a local coffee shop
and since Complainant Green was a non-volunteer football coach who had recently been disciplined by
FHSAA for aggressive behavior towards game official, | felt it necessary file a complaint with
Superintendent Michael Swindle informing him of Complainant Green’s continued disturbing behavior.

(Exhibit J) That complaint has never received a response.

The evening of October 18, 2022, Complainant Green completed a public comment card then appeared
before the Board and continued his personal attacks with statements and accusations in violation of the
printed rules for public speakers on the public comment card he submitted. (Exhibit K) Complainant
Green'’s personal attacks included accusations of racism that went as far to include my father whois a
private citizen. Chairperson Amanda Nelson permitted additional time for Complainant Green to
continue his personal attacks until | expressed outrage over her selective application of her authority to
do so. (Exhibit L)

Complainant Green’s proximity to me in combination with the erratic behavior he had been, and was
continuing to display was intimidating, and | was distressed that this was permitted to occur without
intervention from Chairperson Amanda Nelson. When Complainant Green concluded his public
comments, he returned to the audience to sit among opposing candidate and the candidate’s family and
close friends. {Exhibit M)

In hindsight, | deeply regret not being able to articulate my decision-making processes and actions better
than | did in that moment. | wish | would have said that | wanted the lesson to be relevant and explain
the importance of relevance as it pertains to effective instruction instead of saying | wanted to “puta
face with the campaign sign.”

Part of Complainant Green’s public comments accused me of making presentations at two public schools
and stated that he was given a t-shirt by an “angry black parent” of one of the children pictured wearing
a t-shirt in the Report of Investigation’s Exhibit A. As illustrated in Exhibit D, the image submitted to the
District’s public viewing platform and the Commission were heavily altered. | responded that the children
pictured wearing shirts were students at Clewiston Christian School and not Hendry County School
District students. | also clarified in a subsequent meeting, that no children in the class at Clewiston
Christian School had an African-American parent as was stated by Complainant Green.

{Continued on next page)



Exhibit J: Complaint made to Superintendent Swindle on October 18, 2022
Exhibit K: Complainant Green’s public comment card from October 18, 2022

Exhibit L: Board approved minutes documenting Chairperson Amanda Nelson permitting
Complainant Green additional time.

Exhibit M: Photograph taken by me of Complainant Green sitting among opposing candidate, as
well as opposing candidate’s family and friends. Photo was taken at 5:44 pm on October 18,

2022.
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Eric Green

From: Stephanie Busin (stephaniebusin@yahoo.com)
To.  swindlem@hendry-schools.net; staleya@hendry-schools.net

Diate: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 11:39 AM EDT

Good morning,

Eric Green, an assistant football coach for CHS, whom receives a taxpayer funded supplement to coach football, walked
into a local business, Common Grounds, this morning and began screaming and verbaily attacking me in front ofa
crowded restaurant over my personal and non-public response to a public situation he perpetraied by making public and
untruthful comments about my husband's employment in addition to attacking my marriage and calling me and my
supporters (also your constituents) racists as evidenced by the attached sereenshots.

Eric Green's disturbing behavior, both historically and eurrently, online and in person, continues to be not only an
embarrassment to the CHS athletics program and Hendry County School Distriet, but also a liability to taxpayers. The
administration’s continued support of people who consistently exhibit poor behavior is a major determining factor for

many of my constituents, and myself, to choose school choice.
Whilst this quid pro quo administration has made their support of employees attacking me clear, 1 do expect that to

enforce policies as it pertains to Mr. Green making false public comments about an actual HCSD emplovee, Anthony
Busin, despite him being my spouse. Please consider this an official complaint.
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HENDRY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

PUBLIC COMMENT CARD
PLEASE PRINT

Date:
Name: FiC Phone #:
Address: E-Mail

Agenda ltem #

Name of Topic You Wish to Address:

Check What May Apply: [ Support  [] Oppose  [_] Wish to Speak

(71 D0 NOT WISH TO SPEAK BUT | WISH FOR MY COMMENT TO BE READ INTO THE
RECORD

QUESTION OR COMMENT:

PLEASE SEE LIST OF RULES ON THE BACK OF THE COMMENT CARD.

K1



Rules for Public Comment at Board Meetings

1. For public hearing agenda items, public comments will occur during the
discussion of the agenda item.

2. For non-public hearing agenda items, public comments will occur during
discussion of the agenda item.

3. Persons who want to be placed on the printed Board agenda shall submit their
request to the Superintendent’s Office. The Supenntendent shall address the
citizen’s request. If the Board’s consideration of the item is necessary, the
Superintendent shall place the item on the agenda at the earliest convenient
opportunity.

4. For non-agenda items, time will be allotted during the meeting for public
comment.

5. Everyone who wants to speak, must fill out a public comment card available at
the entrance to the meeting room.

8. Persons will check on the public comment card whether they support, oppose,
wish to speak or want their comment read into the record. There comment will be

prlnted out on the pubhc comment card for the record

;dem{i}
8. A timer with a buzzer may be used to regulate the speaker’s time.
9. “Donations” of speaking time from other speakers to one person are not allowed

and will not be recognized.

10. Comments shall be directed o the Board generally, and notfo a particular
member, staff or au
11. Speakers shail observe g}mper decorum at all t;me”
and speaking about matters other than the topic a
12. All persons who speak to be heard by the Board whaii
one may smak from his or her seat. Catcalls and heckli ng from ths

rson violates the above rules, the Chair shall warn him or her to stop. It

13.1 any p:
cement 1o remove the

he or sme pers&sﬁs the Chair may regu
offendsr from the meeting for dﬁsmﬁ%ﬁy conduct.

K-Z
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Tentative Minutes
Hendry County School Board
Regular Meeting
October 18, 2022

The Hendry County School Board met in Regular Session beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the School
Board Meeting Room located at 300 W. Cowboy Way, LaBelle, FL. Those in attendance were
Chairwoman Amanda Nelson, Vice Chairman Dwayne E. Brown, Jon Basquin, Paul Samerdyke,
Stephanie Busin and Members Michael Swindle, Superintendent; and Molly Shaddock, School
Board Attorney.

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Nelson.

Pledge & Invocation — Chairwoman Nelson led the Board and guests in Prayer followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

Moment of Silence — Superintendent Swindle led the Board and guests in a moment of silence for
Ms. Martha “Marti” Campbell, a former Clewiston Middle School Teacher from August 1971
through May 2005. Ms. Campbell passed away during Hurricane Tan. Superintendent Swindle
concurrently led a moment of silence for Ms. Ramona Rentas, a teacher in Federal Programs from
October 1996 through February 2009. After a short break, she returned in August 2009 and worked
through October 2022, until she passed away.

Recognitions — Superintendent Swindle and Board members recognized students from LaBelle
Elementary, Country Oaks Elementary, and Upthegrove Elementary who scored a Level 5 on the
2022 Florida Standard Achievement Test as well as students who scored a perfect score. LaBelle
Elementary Principal Robin Jones, Country Oaks Principal Ansley Cockram, and Upthegrove
Flementary Principal Karra Rivas presented each student with a Certificate of Achievement from
the district and recognition fi Tice fi ' fi
Public Comments — Chairwoman Nelson asked if there was any public input regarding any
agenda item. Citizen Eric Green of Clewiston addressed the Superintendent, board members, and
guests about his concerns regarding the alleged actions of Board Member Stephanie Busin towards
him and his family. Mr. Green was given three minutes to speak and his time was extended by
Chairwoman Nelson as per board policy po0169.1 Public Participation at Board Meetings.

Consent Agenda Items — Board Member Stephanie Busin requested Personnel
Recommendations be moved to an action item. Thereafter, on motion by Paul Samerdyke,
second by Jon Basquin, the Board unanimously accepted the recommendation of Superintendent
Swindle that the following Consent Agenda Items, with the exception of Personnel
Recommendations, be approved en masse.

A. Minutes — October 4, 2022

B. Personnel Recommendations — Board Member Busin requested this item be moved to an
Action ltem. lzem was removed from voting under Consent Agenda and moved to a vote under
Action Jtems.

o
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RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 (Consolidated)

(12)  The Report of Investigation does not reflect that the first time Superintendent Michael Swindle
communicated any concern about the presentation or photographs at the center of the complaints
against me was during the October 18, 2022, school board meeting. Superintendent Michael Swindie
walked on a resolution, meaning it was not included as part of the meeting agenda nor had the approval
of the Board, deeming my actions to be egregious, premeditated, and exploitative. This version of the
resolution was not provided to the investigator and, as such, | submit the original resolution dated
October 18, 2022, with the excerpts highlighted that reflect Superintendent Michael Swindle’s opined
statements made in paragraph 10. (Exhibit N} in addition to board approved minutes of the meeting it
pertaining to the dialogue. (Exhibit O)

I befieve that most of the board members were blindsided by the superintendent’s proposed resolution.
Superintendent Michael Swindle began his campaign to pass his resolution by telling the School Board
and those watching the meeting online, that his proposed resolution was recommended by the Florida
School Board Association’s legal department and was necessary to protect the Hendry County School
Board. This contradicts what Florida School Boards Association’s Executive Director Andrea Messina’s
told me the morning of October 19, 2022. Andrea Messina stated to me that Superintendent Michael
Swindle contacted her, despite not being a member of FSBA, for her advice on his concerns. Andrea
Messina told me her advice was to consult the Board’s attorney and, if deemed necessary, take
appropriate action to protect the Board. Instead, Superintendent Swindle publicly presented the original
resolution and repeatediy urged the Hendry County School Board to pass it at the October 18, 2023,
meeting,

I stated that | would prefer my fate in this matter to be determined by the Florida Commission of Ethics
instead of decided in that room. Support of Superintendent Michael Swindle’s repeated
recommendations to pass the original resolution seemed likely until Board Member Jon Basquin
guestioned School Board Attorney Molly Shaddock if passing the proposed resolution was necessary to
protect the School Board.

Attorney Shaddock replied that she was unaware of the resolution until it was presented as a walk-on
item by Superintendent Michael Swindle and then professionally opined that the resolution was not
necessary. Superintendent Michael Swindle replied that he had reason not to trust Attorney Shaddock,
and that “he would take care of that problem after the election” despite the school board attorney not

being his employee.

After it had become abundantly clear that the school board attorney had not been advised nor
participated in preparing the resolution, | inquired as to who legally advised Superintendent Michael
Swindle to bring forth the resolution in a public meeting. Superintendent Michael Swindle refused to
disclose the source of the legal advisement and still has not done so.

{Continued on next page)



The Report of Investigation also fails to disclose that the Hendry County School Board chose on October
18, 2022 and subsequently on November 1, 2022 (Exhibit P) to defer the vote on the Superintendent’s
original proposed resolution reflecting his personal opinions as reflected in paragraph 10 of the Report
of Investigation. {Exhibit Q) The backdated resolution provided to the Commission by Superintendent
Swindle (Exhibit R) does not note that it was revised to exclude the superintendent’s personal opinions
reflected in paragraph 10 of the Report of Investigation, or that Board wouldn’t consider action untii
after the election due to the overwhelming optics that the Superintendent Swindle was misusing his
public position by aggressively pursuing a resolution he produced and recommend weeks prior to the
election. The resolution, despite being dated November 6, 2022, wasn’t passed until December 6, 2022.
{Exhibit S)

Though the Report of Investigation quoted select excerpts of the resolutions, it omitted the following
bold font language stating, “This resolution is not intended to give credence to any complaint or
allegation made; however, it is intended to separate the corporate entity of the Hendry County School
Board for the unethical violations made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

Exhibit N: Resolution recommended by Superintendent Swindle on October 18, 2022

Exhibit O: Approved board minutes from October 18, 2022
Exhibit P: Approved board minutes from November 1, 2022

Exhibit Q: Resolution recommended by Superintendent Swindle on November 1, 2022
Exhibit R: Revised resolution recommended by Superintendent Swindle on December 6, 2022

Exhibit S: Approved board minutes from December 6, 2022
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hL.

Hendry County School Board

District 1: Dwayne E. Brown, Vice Chairman District 2: Paul Samerdyke District 3: Amanda Nelson, Chairman
District 4: Stephanie Busin District 5. Jon Basquin

Removect. flom passedl resolution.

RESOLUTION: Hendry County Sehool Board

WHEREAS, the Hendry County School Board is aware of the classroom visit that was made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin to be the guest
speaker in a 3" grade classroom at Eastside Elementary School on October 13, 2022 to speak on the topic of elections and voting. Tia
premeditated decision during her visit, Mrs, Busin used this platform for personal political gain and exploited students with her
‘campaign matcrials. Mrs. Busin provided each student with campaign flyers and bags of campaign materials to take home and posed
for a picture with students holding these bags and her political campaign sign, and subsequently posted this picture on her political
campaign page, Stephanie Busin for Hendry County School Board, District 4,

WHEREAS, the Hendry County School Board has determined that Mrs. Busin has violated District Bylaw po0141.2, Conflict of
Interest, Subparagraph 6. Disproportionate Benefit and Subparagraph 7. Misuse of Public Position as well as District Policy pa9700
Relations with Special Interest Groups, Subparagraph A. Political Interests.

WHEREAS, the corporate entity of Hendry County School Board finds it necessary to take affirmative action to disavow any such
posts, statements, representations, actions, or conduct by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Hendry County School Board does not approve of, condone, affirm, or ratify any
statements, actions, conduct, or egregious uncthical actions made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin for personal political gain.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hendry County Scliool Board Bylaws and Policies strictly prohibit any individual member of
the Board to use any district property, any type of cducational materials, programs, or equipment for their own personal political gain.
No Board member shall use their official position on any properly or resource within their trust, nor perform their official duties for
personal political gain. Any such statement, representation, action or conduct of an individual board member i not, and does not
represent, the official position of the corporate entity of the Hendry County School Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the intent of this resolution ig only to disavow statements, representations, actions and/or conduct
of any individual Board member who has unethically used their elected position in order to obtain personal political gain. This
vesolution is not intended fo give cradence to any complaint erallegation made; however, it is intended to separate the corporate entity
of the Hendry County School Board from the unethical violations made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

Adopted this 18th day of October, 2022.

Hendry County School Board Chairman

ATTEST:

Hendry County School Board Vice Chaivman Secretary to the Board
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October 18, 2022
Page 14

Allocation Transfer
® ESE Paraprofessional CHS to CMS Paraprofessional Self Contained, effective 2022-
23 School Year

Board Member Business

A. Superintendent Swindle walked on a Resolution and supporting documentation, presenting it
to the board members regarding a classroom visit to Eastside Elementary School on October
13, 2022 by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

Superintendent Swindle gave an overview of the visit by Mrs. Busin. Mrs. Busin was invited
to the classroom to speak on the topic of elections and voting. During her visit Mrs. Busin,
used the platform for her personal political gain and exploited students with her campaign
materials. Mrs. Busin provided each student with campaign flyers and a bag of campaign
materials to take home. A photo of Mrs. Busin and the students was taken and posted to her
political campaign page, Stephanie Busin for Hendry County School Board, District 4.

Superintendent Swindle explained the details of the Resolution, making a recommendation to
the Board to adopt the Resolution in order to protect the corporate entity of the Board.

After a lengthy discussion, the Board requested to table the Resolution until the November i,
2022 board meeting for time to further review the materials presented.

Adjournment — There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Nelson
adJourned the regular session meeting at 6:29 p.m. into Executive Session to discuss issues
exempt under Florida Statute.

Michael Swindle, Superintendent Amanda Nelson
and Secretary to the Board Chairwoman of the Board




Agenda Item Details

Meeting Nov 01, 2022 - Regular Meeting (Clewiston)

Category 4. Consent Agenda

Subject A. Minutes - October 18, 2022

Type Action, Minutes

Preferred Date Nov 01, 2022

Absolute Date Nov 01, 2022

Fiscal Impact No

Recommended Motion to approve consent agenda items as presented.
Action

Minutes : for Oct 18, 2022 - Regular Meeting (LaBelle)

Goals Goald - Family & Community Fr

Board Member Stephanie Busin requested the Minutes of October 18, 2022 be moved
from the Consent Agenda to Action Item C.

Motion & Voting

Motion to approve Minutes of October 18, 2022 as presented,
Motion by Dwayne E Brown, second by Jon Basquin.
Final Resolution: Motion Carried

Yea: Amanda Nelson, Jon Basquin, Paul Samerdyke, Dwayne E Brown
Nay: Stephanie Busin

O -2
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November 1, 2022
Page 13

Old Business

A. School Board Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board — Superintendent
Swindle made the recommendation to the Board to accept the Resolution as presented.

Chairwoman Nelson started discussion with a request to make the public aware that Andrea
Messina, President of the Florida School Board Association, contacted her the morning after
the previous board meeting, recommending that the Board accept this Resolution at the
November 1 meeting, stating it will show that [we], the other members of the Hendry County
School Board, do not support the actions regarding policy violations of one named School
Board Member in the Resolution, Stephanie Busin; currently or in any future situations.

Board Member Basquin requested the recommendation of School Board Attorney Molly
Shaddock. Attorney Shaddock advised the Board that there was no legal reason to adopt the
Resolution in order to protect themselves but stated they could adopt it to take a stance that
they do not support the policy violations made by Mrs. Busin.

Board Member Busin provided the Board Members with documents for review and discussion
in objection to the Resolution,

After a lengthy discussion, Board Member Samerdyke made a new motion to table the
Resolution until the December 6 board meeting. The motion was second by Dwayne E. Brown.
The Board unanimously accepted the motion, tabling the Resolution until the December 6,
2022 board meeting.

Board Member Business

A. Walk On —Purchase of Toyota Seinna Van — After a brief explanation, Superintendent Swindle
gave his favorable recommendation for the approval of the purchase of a Toyota Seinna Van.

It was

MOVED by Stephanie Busin, second by Paul Samerdyke, the Board unanimously accepted
the recommendation of the Superintendent, approving the purchase of the Toyota Seinna Van.

Adjournment — There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairwoman Nelson
adjourned the meeting at 6:44 p.m.

Michael Swindle, Superintendent Amanda Nelson
and Secretary to the Board Chairwoman of the Board



Agenda Item Details

Meeting Nov 15, 2022 - Regular Meeting (LaBelle) (Reorganization)
Category 6. Consent Agenda

Subject A. Minutes - November 1, 2022

Type Action (Consent), Minutes

Preferred Date Nov 15, 2022

Absolute Date Nov 15, 2022

Fiscal Impact No

Recommended Motion to approve consent agenda items as presented en masse.
Action

Minutes

Goals

Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and are acted on by the Board of Trustees in one motion.
There is no discussion of these items before the board vote unless a member of the board, staff, or public requests specific items
be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar. It is understood that the administration recommends approval on afl
consent Items. Each item on the Consent Calendar approved by the board shall be deemed to have been considered in full and
adopted as recommended.

Motion & Voting
Motion to approve consent agenda itemns as presented, moving Personnel Recommendations to Action Item C.
Motion by Dwayne E Brown, second by Jon Basquin.

Final Resolution: Motion Carried
Yea: Stephanie Busin, Amanda Nelson, Jon Basquin, Paul Samerdyke, Dwayne E Brown

P2
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Hendry County School Board

District {: Dwayne E. Brown, Vice Chairman District 2; Paul Semerdyke District 3. Amanda Nolson, Chairman
District 4: Stephagie Busin District 5: Jon Basquin

| Removed from passed resol ution

RESOLUTION: Hendry County School Beard

WHEREAS, the Hendry County School Board is aware of the classroom visit that was made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin to be the guest
speaker in a 3" grade classroom at Eastside Flementary School on October 13, 2022 to speak on the topic of elections and voting. i a -
premeditated desision, during her visit, Mrs, Busin used this platform for personal political gain and exploited students with her
campaign materials. Mrs. Busin provided each student with campaign flyers and bags of campaign tnaterials to takc home and posed
for a picture with students holding these bags and her political campaign sign, and subsequently posted this picture on her political
campaign page, Stephanie Busin for Hendry County School Board, District 4,

WHERBAS, the Hendry County School Board has determined that Mrs. Busin has violated District Bylaw po0141.2, Conflict of
Interest, Subparagraph 6. Disproportionate Benefit and Subparagraph 7. Misuse of Public Position as well as District Policy po9700
Relations with Special Interest Groups, Subparagraph A, Political Interests.

WHEREAS, the corporate entity of Hendry County Schoal Board finds it necessary to take affirmative action to disavow any such
posts, statements, representations, actions, or conduct by Mrs. Siephanic Busin.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Hendry County School Board does not approve of, condone, affirm, or ratify any
slatements, actions, conduct, or egregious uncthical actions made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin for personal political gain.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hendry County School Board Bylaws and Policies strictly prohibit any individual member of
the Board to use any district property, any type of cducational materials, programs, or equipment for their own personal political gain.
No Board member shall use their official position on any property or resource within their trust, nor perform their official duties for
personal palitical gain. Any such statcment, representation, action or conduct of an individual board member is not, and does not
represent, the official position of the corporate entity of the Hendry County School Board,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the intent of this resolution is only to disavow statcments, representations, actions and/or conduct

of any individual Board member who has unethically used their elected position in order to obtain personal political gain. Thig

resolution Is not fntended to give credence 1o any complaint or sllegation madey however, it is intended to separate the corporate enlily

of the Hendry County School Board from the unethical violations made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

Adopted this 18th day of October, 2022,

(= ]
”‘7 BOGK‘O\Q J(ed Hendry County School Board Chairman

ATTEST:

Hendry County School Board Vice Chairman Secretary to the Board




Agenda Item Details

Meeting Nov 01, 2022 - Regular Meeting {Clewiston)

Category 6. Old Business

Subject A. School Board Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board

Tvpe Action

Preferred Date Nov 01, 2022

Fiscal Impact No

Recommended Motion to table School Board Resolution protecting the corporate entity of the Board until the first
Action meeting in December.

SV B A P S ST
PORMESOWITHN MTO

Motion & Voting
Motion to table School Board Resalution protecting the corporate entity of the Board until- the first meeting in December,
Motion by Jon Basquin, second by Paul Samerdyke.

Final Resolution: Motion Carried
Yea: Stephanie Busin, Amanda Nelson, Jon Basquin, Paul Samerdyke, Dwayne E Brown

(A-2-
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Hendry County School Board

District 1: Dwayne E. Brown, Vice Chairman District 2: Paul Samerdyke District 3. Amanda Nelson, Chairman
District 4: Stephanie Busin District 5: Jon Basguin

RESOLUTION: Hendry County School Board

WHEREAS, the Hendry County School Board is aware of the classroom visit that was made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin to be the guest
speaker in a 3% grade classroom at Eastside Elementary School on October 13, 2022 to speak on the topic of elections and voting.
During her visit, Mrs. Busin used this platform for personal political gain with her campaign materials. Mrs. Busin provided each
student with campaign flyers and bags of campaign materials to take home and posed for a picture with students heolding these bags
and her political campaign sign, and subsequently posted this picture on her political campaign page, Stephanie Busin for Hendry
County School Board, District 4.

WHEREAS, Mrs. Busin has violated District Bylaw po0141.2, Conflict of Interest, Subparagraph 6. Disproportionate Benefit and
Subparagraph 7. Misuse of Public Position as well as District Policy po9700 Relations with Special Interest Groups, Subparagraph A.

Political Interests.

WHEREAS, the corporate entity of Hendry County School Board finds it necessary to take affirmative action to disavow any such
posts, statements, representations, actions, or conduct by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Hendry County School Board does not approve of, condone, affirm, or ratify any
statements, actions, conduct, or unethical actions made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin for personal political gain.

BE IT FURTHER RESOILVED that the Hendry County School Board Bylaws and Policies strictly prohibit any individual member of
the Board to use any district property, any type of educational materials, programs, or equipment for their own personal political gain.
No Board member shall use their official position on any property or rcsource within their trust, nor perform their official duties for
personal political gain. Any such statement, representation, action or conduct of an individual board member is not, and does not
represent, the official position of the corporate entity of the Hendry County School Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the intent of this resolution is only to disavow statementis, representations, actions and/or conduct
of any individual Board member who has unethically used their elected position m order to obtain personal political gain. This
resolution is not intended to give credence to any complaint or allegation made; however, it is intended to separate the corporate entity
of the Hendry County School Board from the unethical violations made by Mrs. Stephanie Busin.

Adoptad this 6th day of November, 2022,

/
b @O(CK.C{ Q+€d Hendry County School Board Chairman

ATTEST:

Hendry County School Board Vice Chairman Secretary to the Board




Agenda Item Details

Meeting Dec 06, 2022 - Reguiar Meeting (Clewiston)

Category 6. Old Business

Subject A. School Board Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board

Type Action

Preferred Date Dec 06, 2022

Fiscal Impact No

iecommended Approval of the School Board Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board.
ction

Motion & Voting
Approval of the School Board Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board.
Motion by Jon Basquin, second by Dwayne E Brown,
Final Resolution: Motion Carried

Yea: Amanda Nelson, Jon Basquin, Paul Samerdyke
Nay: Stephanie Busin, Dwayne E Brown

R-2
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- December 6, 2022
Page 10

MOVED by Paul Samerdyke, second by Jon Basquin, the Board unanimously accepted the
recommendation of Superintendent Swindle approving the Personnel Recommendation —
Hurricane Pay for Anthony Busin as presented in a 4 — 0 Vote. Busin Abstaining. Form F8
Filed.

Maintenance Hurricane Ian Shelter 09/27/22 - 09/30/22 (General)
~Anthony Busin

Old Business

A. School Board Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board — After a brief
discussion, Superintendent Swindle recommended the approval of the School Board
Resolution Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board.

Mrs. Busin made a motion to table the resolution indefinitely. There being no further
discussion,

It was
MOVED by Jon Basquin, second by Dwyane E. Brown, the Board accepted the

recommendation of Superintendent Swindle approving the School Board Resolution
Protecting the Corporate Entity of the Board in a 3 to 2 vote. Busin and Brown Nay

Board Member Business

A. Contract to Purchase Hansen Properties for New School Site — Superintendent Swindled
provided the Board with a copy of the tentative land contract and map for the new school site.
Land surveys are pending and will be presented for approval at the January 17, 2023 board
meeting.

Adjournment — There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Nelson
adjourned the meeting at 6:47 p.m.

Michael Swindle, Superintendent Amanda Nelson
and Secretary to the Board Chairman of the Board



Agenda Item Details
Meeting

Category
Subject

Type

Preferred Date
Fiscal Impact

Recommended
Action

Minutes

Goals

Jan 17, 2023 - Regular Meeting (LaBelle)
5, Consent Agenda

B. Minutes - 12/06/2022, Regular Session
Action (Consent), Minutes

Jan 17, 2023

No

Motion to approve items on the consent agenda as presented.

for Dec 6, 2022 - Regular Meeting {Clewiston)

Board Member Dwayne Brown attended the meeting telephonically.
The board unanimously accepted the recommendation of the Superintendent to approve the consent

agenda in a 5-0 vote.

Itemns listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and are acted on by the Board of Trustees in one maotion,
There is no discussion of these itams before the board vote unless 8 member of the board, staff, or public requests specific items
be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar. It is understood that the administration recommends approval on all
consent Items. Each item on the Consent Calendar approved by the board shall be deemed to have been considered in full and
adopted as recommended.

Maotion & Voting

Motion to approve items on the consent agenda as presented.

Motion by Jon Basquin, second by Paul Samerdyke.
Final Resolution: Motion Carried
Yea: Stephanie Busin, Amanda Nelson, Jon Basquin, Paul Samerdyke

D2



RESPONSE to REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
COMPLAINT NOs. 22-178 and 22-185 (Consolidated)

Additional comments:

f contacted Flarida School Board Association Executive Director Andrea Messina on the morning of
October 19, 2022, to inquire about the statements made by Superintendent Michael Swindle during the
previous evening’s school board meeting regarding legal advice he alleged to have received from the
legal department of the Florida School Boards Association. | was assured by Andrea Messina that the
advice she provided to him was to consult with the school board attorney and take action to protect the
Board if it's deemed necessary.

I did not emerge from that conversation with Andrea Messina unscathed though because through our
discussion, she helped me recognize and understand the blindsides in my decision-making processes.
The only thing worse than making a mistake is to continue doing so after one is aware. | made a mistake
and felt it was necessary and appropriate to accept responsibility and apologize publicly for my choices,
and the unintended impact of those choices. As such, | issued an apology and public statement accepting
responsibility for my choices on the morning of August 20, 2022. (Exhibit T)

Exhibit T: Public statement and apology dated August 20, 2022



RESPONSE TO REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

EXHIBITT



s Q

< Stephanie Busin, He.

About Videos More~

. Stephanie Busin, Hendry

County School Board, District 4
0ct 20,2022 - 4%

During Tuesday's school board meeting,
Superintendent Swindle ambushed the
school board and repeatedly urged my
colleagues to favorably vote in support
of his proposed resolution to disavow
what he called, "egregious violations of
board policy” without consulting the
attorney provided by the school board
and ignoring the Florida School Board
Association's advice to consult the
board attorney before attempting to take
any action. I'm deeply appreciative for
the collegial respect and prudence
exhibited by Paul Samerdyke and Rev.
Dwayne Brown to request additional time
and uphold my right to due process.

When | received an invitation to talk to
local third graders about elections and
voting, | never imagined that my

s Q
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voting, | never imagined that my
enthusiasm and intention to make a
presentation to third grade students
relevant, kinesthetic, and fun would be
weaponized and a target of an
"egregious policy violation” allegation by
a superintendent with a storied history of
lack of concern for staff policy violations.
| deeply regret that what was intended to
inspire excitement and interest around
civics, elections, and voting for third
grade children and is being peddled as
“child exploitation” by a superintendent
who has endorsed and contributed
financially to my opponent who, along
with family and friends, enjoyed front row
seats to Tuesday’s orchestrated political
theatrics.

A cornerstone of my leadership and this
campaign has been accountability,
specifically as it pertains to the collective
body of the school board. | owe it to my



& Q

< Stephanie Busin, He.

Posts  About Videos More~

body of the school board. | owe it to my
colleagues, my constituents, and myself
to hold myself, at the very minimum, to
the same standards | hold others and to
be transparent when a long, honest look
from different perspectives reveals a
blindside and personal shortcoming.

When made aware of the concern and
being afforded the opportunity to
research, examine different perspectives,
as well as re-examine my interpretation
of policy, | can see where | could have
oresented it differently in order to avoid
any perception of conflict between good
intentions and intent of policy, and |
accept sole responsibility for being blind
to that perspective and not making a
better choice. | deeply regret that the
first 20 minutes of the video, the
acknowledgement and celebration of
extraordinary academic
accomplishments of students, was
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accomplishments of students, was
overshadowed and my sincere apology,
though seemingly insufficient, is humbly
extended to any student or family
slighted.

Student achievement is what this is all
about. As stated in my campaign
materials, "Stephanie Busin Remains
Focused on Solutions to Improve
Student Success,” and that's exactly
what | intend to do regardiess of how
anyone else chooses to govern
themselves going forward.

hips//wwwvotebusincom/setling-the-

record-straight

v advocate for g

students, families,

and eduzators across
Hendry Couty...”




