DATE FILED

MAR 22 2021
BEFORE THE COMMISSION ON ETHICS
STATE OF FLORIDA
COMMISSION ON ETHICS

In re VANESSA BAUGH, )

) Complaint No. 21-052
Respondent. )
)

DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by Mary Conway of Bradenton, Florida.

2. The Respondent, Vanessa Baugh, allegedly serves as a County Commissioner for
Manatee County.

3. The complaint alleges the Respondent directed COVID-19 vaccines to be
distributed to only two zip codes within Manatee County—areas where major donors to her
political campaign resided—which was contrary to a vote by the County Commission to disperse
the vaccine through a random lottery. This indicates possible violations of Article II, Section
8(2)(2), Florida Constitution,' and Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes, by the Respondent.

WHEREFORE, staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary
investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has

violated Article II, Section 8(g)(2), Florida Constitution, and Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes,

! Article II, Section 8(g)(2) will be redesignated as Article II, Section 8(h)(2) on December 31,
2022.



as set forth in paragraph 3, above.
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