DATE FILED

MAR 29 2022

BEFORE THE
STATE OF FLORIDA COMMISSION ON £THICS
COMMISSION ON ETHICS
Inre ERNESTO TORRES, )
) Complaint No. 22-027
Respondent. )
)

DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by Daniel Carswell of St. Augustine Beach, Florida.'

2. The Respondent, Ernesto Torres, served as a member of the City Commission of
the City of St. Augustine Beach.

3. The complaint alleges that Respondent placed 29 phone calls to St. Augustine
Beach Chief of Police Daniel Carswell and 18 phone calls to Commander Harrell, of the St.
Augustine Beach Police Department, and one phone call to St. Johns County Sheriff Robert
Hardwick in an attempt to solicit their intervention in the contemporaneous arrest of
Respondent's wife. In the phone calls that Chief Carswell answered, Respondent allegedly said,
"come on, Chief, please," and, "Dan, please," repeatedly, and said, "Are you serious, you are not
going S:[o help me?" once. During his interactions with the arresting officers, Respondent asked
them not to arrest his wife and made reference to his position, saying, "You feel good about
yourselves? I voted for pay raises for you guys. You are welcome." This indicates possible
violation of Article II, Section 8(g)(2), Florida Constitution, and Section 112.313(6), Florida
Statutes.

4. The complaint alleges that when Chief Carswell refused to intervene in the arrest

of Respondent's wife, Respondent indicated that he might view Chief Caswell unfavorably "if

! According to the complaint, Complainant is the Chief of Police for the City of St. Augustine Beach.




you [Chief Caswell] don't help me." This indicates possible violation of Section 112.313(2),
Florida Statutes.

WHEREFORE staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary
investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has
violated Article II, Section 8(g)(2), Florida Constitution, and Sections 112.313(6) and

112.313(2), Florida Statutes, as set forth above.
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