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STATE OF FLORIDA
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In re CARA HIGGINS, )

) Complaint No. 21-001
Respondent. )
)

DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by Thomas Grant Walker of Key West, Florida.!

2. The Respondent, Cara Higgins, allegedly serves as a member of the Board of
Directors of the Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority (FKAA).

3. The complaint alleges that the Respondent misused her official position for the
benefit of persons connected to her in a private capacity and in contravention of FKAA policies
and procedures. This indicates possible violation of Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes, by the
Respondent.

4. However, other allegations of the complaint regarding the Respondent's alleged
violation of Section 112.3187, Florida Statutes, substantively fail to indicate a possible violation
of a provision of the Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees (Code of Ethics) over
which the Commission has jurisdiction. Although the "Whistle-blower's Act" is found within the

Code of Ethics, beginning at Section 112.3187, Florida Statutes, the Commission on Ethics plays

' According to the complaint, the Complainant was employed as the former Executive Director
of the Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority.



no role in its administration. The Complainant should consult private counsel about his rights
and remedies, if any, under the Act.

WHEREFORE staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary
investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has

violated Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes, as set forth in paragraph 3 above.
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