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)

DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by John A. Carey, Palm Beach County Inspector
General, of West Palm Beach, Florida.

2. The Respondent, Brian Mulligan, serves as a Battalion Chief for Palm Beach Fire
Rescue.

3. The complaint alleges that the Respondent tutored some subordinate employees
during his and their personal time so they could pass a promotion test to achieve the rank of
Captain. According to the complaint, the Respondent's deal with those subordinates who
received his tutoring was that each individual who received his tutoring and also passed the test
would pay the Respondent $7,500. On some occasions, the complaint states, the Respondent
conducted his tutoring sessions at County Fire Station 39. The complaint alleges that the
Respondent did receive cash and other bartered-for services from those subordinate employees
who did pass the test and were subsequently promoted. This indicates possible violation of
Section 112.313(7)(a), Florida Statutes; Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes; and Article I,

Section 8(g)(2), Florida Constitution.!

! On December 31, 2022, when a new subsection (f) becomes effective and is included in the State Constitution, the
citation of this provision will be redesignated to Article II, Section 8(h)(2), Florida Constitution.



WHEREFORE staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary
investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has
violated Section 112.313(7)(a), Florida Statutes; Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes; and

Article II, Section 8(g)(2), Florida Constitution, as set forth above.
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