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Vanessa Baugh, Manatee County Commissioner District 5 and Board Chairperson, misused the
power of public office and violated State statute 112.313. It says, in part, that “no public officer
shall corruptly use or attempt to use his or her official position to secure a special privilege or

benefit for himself, herself or others.”

Baugh directed county staff to reserve 3,000 doses of vaccine made available by the Governor
for residents 65 and older who live in two Lakewood Ranch ZIP codes that she represents,
counter to policy set by the commission to randomly draw names from the county’s vaccine
standby pool. She did not inform the six other county commissioners that the Governor was
making the additional doses of vaccine available to Manatee County. She reserved a county park
to administer the vaccines. Emails also revealed that Baugh had put herself, Lakewood Ranch
developer Rex Jensen, Jensen’s father and two former neighbors of hers on a “VIP” list to
receive the vaccination, although she did not end up getting a vaccine herself. Additionally, she
contacted the County director of Public Safety directly for this request, rather than working
through the County Administrator to engage staff, which is the usual process. During a
commission meeting on Thursday 2/18/2021, Baugh even said: “It is true that I sent the email

because I wanted to make sure certain people were on the list.”

By arranging the additional doses go only to citizens in two ZIP codes in her district, keeping the
doses secret from her fellow commissioners and placing an influential developer, his father, her
two former neighbors and herself on a list to be vaccinated ahead of others who had already

registered, Baugh used her official position to “secure a benefit for herself” and “others.”



